and they tend to limit their analyses to the normative texts, providing little information about how implementation takes place in practice, in line and/or beyond the written norms. This situation has partially contributed to generate a common belief or impression that collecting genetic resources in European countries is much easier, legally speaking, than in other countries. But is this really the case?
In order to answer this question, we approached our study of the European ABS legal landscape from a very practical angle: how do genebank curators who are in charge of conserving plant genetic resources describe the rules applied to the collection of plant germplasm in their own countries? How do they describe the legal procedures imposed by other countries, according to their own experiences? Are there concrete cases that illustrate the actual experience of plant germplasm collectors when seeking compliance with ABS rules in Europe?
Our article is structured as follows: initially, through an historical excursus we retrace the importance in the international context of plant germplasm collecting activities and their continuing need, including in Europe. Then, we relate how political and regulatory changes have affected activities related to the genetic resources and we focus our analysis on the perceived practical consequences for plant germplasm collecting. Furthermore, we describe the methodology that we adopted to obtain information from genebank curators on existing national laws and rules and their implementation. Finally, we analyse the replies to a questionnaire sent to 43 member countries of the European Cooperative Programme for Plant Genetic Resources (ECPGR) and discuss the results obtained, also in light of possible new regulatory changes that might be introduced for the implementation of the Nagoya Protocol. In two separate boxes we provide a practical account about what happens "on the ground" when specific international collecting missions are organized to acquire plant germplasm material. On the basis of the information gathered in this study, we conclude our chapter with a set of recommendations directed to political authorities and legislators, in order to improve facilitated access in harmony with existing international principles.
1
Collecting Crop Diversity to Prevent Genetic Erosion Collecting genetic resources from the wild and farmers' fields and moving germplasm from one to a different area of the world has been practiced since 
